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A l l  Sa i n t s  Bo yne  Hi l l  i s  one  o f  t he  f i ne s t  e xa m p le s  o f  t he  e a r l y  work  o f  
t he  a r c h i t ec t  G. E. Street a nd  wa s  c om pl e te d  i n  1857 .  T he  s i t e  i s  a l so  
r e ga rde d  b y m a n y a s  t he  p r e m ie r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i t e  i n  Ma i de nhe a d .  T he  
un i que  c om pl e x  c ons i s t s  o f  t he  Chu rc h  su r rounde d  on  t he  sou t h  s i de  b y 
t he  O l d  Vi c a ra ge ,  a  s c hoo l  (wh i c h  wa s  conve r t e d  t o  t he  Pa r i sh  Ce n t r e  i n  
1979 ) ,  a nd  2  c l e rgy house s .  On  t he  sou t h  we s t e rn  bounda ry i s  a n  
a l m shouse  r e fe r r e d  t o  i n  t he  fo l l owi ng  t e x t .  

S t r e e t  wa s  o r i g i na l ly  a n  a s s i s t a n t  t o  S i r  G i l be r t  Sc o t t  ( 1810-1877 ) ,  
pe rha ps  t he  m os t  f am ous  a r c h i t e c t  o f  t he  pe r i od .  (E ngl i sh  Churc h  
A rc h i t ec t u re ,  A  V i sua l  Gu i de ,  Ma rk  Ch i ld ,  pub l i she d  b y Ba t s fo rd  1981 ) .  
S t r e e t  wa s  i n f l ue nc ed  b y I t a l i a n  s t y l e s  a nd  m a t e r i a l s  a nd  he  pub l i she d  
B r i c k  and  Marb l e  Arc h i t e c t u re  o f  t he  Mi dd l e  A ge s  i n  I t a l y  i n  1855 .  One  o f  
t he  a s s i s t a n t s  i n  h i s  p r a c t i c e  wa s  t he  des i gne r  a nd  wr i t e r  Wi l l i a m  Mor r i s  
who  c a m e  t o  p rom i ne nc e  s l i gh t l y  l a t e r  i n  t he  pe r i od .  

Bo yne  Hi l l  wa s  o r i g i na l l y  i n  t he  Pa r i sh  o f  B ra y  ( a s  i nd i c a t ed  on  a  
m i l e s t one  a t  t he  c hurc h ya rd  bo unda r y o n  t he  Ba t h  Roa d . )  The  Pa r i sh  o f  
B ra y s t r e t c he d  e a s t  t o  we s t  f r om  t he  ou t sk i r t s  o f  Wi ndso r  t o  Ma i de nhe a d  
T h i c ke t .  I t  wa s  t he  v i s i on  o f  t he  t he n  Vi c a r  t he  Re vd .  Aus t e n  Le i gh  t o  
m a ke  wor sh i p  poss i b l e  fo r  t hose  l i v i ng  fu r t he s t  a wa y f rom  t he  Pa r i sh  
Churc h  o f  S t .  Mi c ha e l  i n  B ra y.  T he  a c t ua l  s i t e  wa s  c hose n  by  t he  B i shop  
o f  Ox fo rd ,  Sa m ue l  Wi l be r fo r c e ,  f r om  a  sho r t l i s t  p rov i de d .  T he  s i t e  wa s  
ge ne rous l y  g i ve n  b y  Mr  Cha r l e s  Gre n fe l l  o f  T a p l ow a nd  t he  be ne fa c t o r s  
we re  E m i l y  a nd  Ma r i a  Hu l m e ,  sp i n s t e r  da ugh t e r s  o f  t he  Re vd  Wi l l i a m  
Hu l m e  one  t i m e  Vica r  o f  Ho l y  T r i n i t y  R e a d i ng .  T he  l a d i e s  we re  de s i rous  
o f  a  Chu rc h  t o  be  bu i l t  fo r  “a dva nc e d  r e l i g i on”  by wh i c h  t he y m e a n t  t he  
Oxfo rd  Mo ve m e n t .  

T he y a l so  c om m i ss i one d  a  house  fo r  t he m se l ve s  i n  Bo yn  Hi l l  Ave nue  t ha t  
be c a me  pa r t  o f  t he  E a s t  Be rksh i r e  Co l l e ge .  T ha t  house  be ca m e  Gra de  2  
l i s t e d  sho r t l y  be fo r e  t he  c o l l e ge  s i t e  beca m e  a  hous i ng  de ve l opm e n t  
c om p l e t e d  i n  2015 .T he  o r i g i na l  house  ha s  be e n  c onve r t e d  i n t o  3  l i nke d  
hom e s  a nd  i s  v i s i b l e  f r om  t he  e a s t e rn  e nd  o f  t he  s i t e  i n  Bo yn  Hi l l  Ave nue .  
I t  i s  be l i e ve d  t ha t  t he  Hu l m e  s i s t e r s  neve r  a ppe a re d  t o  l i ve  i n  i t  bu t  l e t  i t  
t o  t he  Mi s se s  La m ot t e  r e fe r r e d  t o  l a t e r .  T he  Churc h  wa s  c onse c r a t e d  on  
2nd  De c e m be r  1857  b y B i shop  Sa m ue l  Wi l be r fo r c e  a nd  be ca m e  t he  f i r s t  
E c c le s i a s t i c a l  Pa r i sh  i n  t he  Borough  o f  Ma i de nhe a d .  

Of  t he  se ve n  sa c r a me n t s  o f  t he  c hu rc h  the  one  m os t  ce n t r a l  t o  t he  de s i gn  
o f  t he  bu i l d i ng  wa s  t he  c e l e b ra t i on  o f  Ho l y Com m un i on .  T he  h i gh  a l t a r  
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a nd  t he  sa nc t ua ry  a r e  t he  foc a l  po i n t  fo r  t he  c ongre ga t i on .  The  v i e wpo i n t  
fo r  t he  c ongre ga t i on  i s  a  l a rge ,  s t a i ne d  g l a s s  e a s t  w i ndow;  t he  c e n t ra l  a nd  
l a rge s t  pa ne l  shows  Chr i s t  on  t he  Cruc i f i x ,  a nd  t he  su r roundi ng  pa ne l s  
r e p r e se n t  t he  e ve n t s  o f  Ma und y  T hu r sda y ,  t h rou gh  t he  Cruc i f i x i on  t o  
E a s t e r .  T h i s  w i ndow a nd  o t he r s  r e ca l l  t he  m e d ie va l  a ge  o f  fa i t h  i n  t he i r  
c l a s s i c a l  de s i gn .  T he  e a s t  wa l l  i s  de c o ra t e d  i n  pa t t e rn s  o f  b l a c k  e na m el  l e t  
i n t o  s t one  a nd  i n t e r spe r se d  wi t h  c o l ou re d  m a rb le .  (Chu rc h  Gu i de  Book ;  
now ou t  o f  p r i n t ) .  B e h i nd  t he  b ra s s  c ro s s  on  t he  h i gh  a l t a r  i s  a  d i sc r e t e  
( f r om  a  d i s t a nc e )  bu t  e l a bo ra t e l y  c a r ve d  s t one  c r o s s  l e t  i n t o  t he  wa l l  
pa ne l .  In  t he  no r t h  wa l l  i s  a  dec o ra te d  Aum bre y,  whe re  t he  r e se rve d  
sa c r a m e nt  i s  ke p t  ( conse c r a t e d  Bre a d  a nd  Wi ne  u se d  fo r  s i c k  v i s i t i ng)  a nd  
a  vo t i ve  c a nd l e  i s  a lwa ys  l i t ,  a s  a  s i gn  o f  Ch r i s t ’ s  p r e se nc e  i n  t he  
c onse c r a te d  sa c r am en t .  In  t he  sou t h  wa l l  a n  a r c a de  o f  t h r e e  se d i l i a  ( s e a t s )  
i s  suppo r t e d  b y po l i she d  m a rb l e  c o l um ns .  T he  roo f  o f  t he  S a nc t ua ry  i s  
h i gh l y  de c o ra t e d  wi t h  a l t e rna te  g r e e n  and  r e d  de c o ra t e d  pane l s  a l m os t  
c e r t a i n l y  f rom  a  c o l ou rwa y o f  wa l l pa pe r  de s i gne d  b y A  W N  Pugi n  c 1845 -
48  known  a s  t he  ‘Go t h i c  Sun ’  pa t t e rn .  (Got h i c  R ev i v a l ,  Mega n  Al d r i c h ,  
Pha i don  P re s s ,  1994  p228 )  T he  de c o ra t ion  o f  t he  c ha nc e l  wa l l s  i s  
dom i na te d  by t he  u s e  o f  po l yc h rom a t i c  b r i c k  a nd  h i gh l y  g l a ze d  e nc a us t i c  
t i l e s .  Be ne a t h  t h i s  de c o ra t i on  i s  a  c on t inua t i on  o f  t he  s t e nc i l  e f fe c t  i n  a  
m e d i ae va l  s t y l e  wh i c h  i s  a l so  se e n  i n  t he  na ve  roo f .  T he  c ho i r  s t a l l s  ha ve  
r i c h l y  c a rve d  e nds  w i t h  t he  fo l i a ge  o f  t r e e s .  In  t he  no r t h  wa l l  a re  fou r  
pa ne l  g l a s s  pa ne l s  o f  s a i n t s  ho l d i ng  b i b l e s .  T he  f l oo r  i s  m a de  f rom  h i gh l y  
g l a ze d  de c o ra t e d  t i l e s .  

Worsh i ppe r s  wou l d  ha ve  r e c e i ve d  c ommun i on  a t  t he  h i gh  a l t a r  kne e l i ng  a t  
a n  o rna t e ,  wrough t  i r on  r a i l .  As  t he y wa i t e d  t o  go  fo rwa rd  t o  r e c e i ve  t he  
sa c r a m e nt  t he  e f fe c t  o f  t he  de c o ra t i on  a rou nd  t he m  wou l d  ha ve  
c on t r i bu te d  t o  t he  se nse  o f  c r e a t i ng  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  he a ve n  on  e a r t h .  T he  
ove ra l l  e f fe c t  wa s  s u r e l y  i n t e nde d  t o  ove rwhe l m  t he  se nse s  o f  s i gh t ,  sound  
f rom  t he  c ho i r  a nd  sm e l l  f r om  t he  u se  o f  i nc e nse .  

T he  c ho i r  i s  e n t e re d  unde r  a  Go t h i c  a r ch  a nd  se pa ra te d  f rom  t he  na ve  by 
wrough t  i r on  ga t e s  a nd  a  s c r e e n  o f  Ba th  s t one  suppo r t e d  by  m ore  
de c o ra t i ve  i r on  work  a nd  c a nd le s .  T he  c u r r e n t  c ho i r  d i v i de  i s  som e  f i ve  
fe e t  fo rwa rd  o f  t he  o r i g i na l  pos i t i on .  (Chu rc h  Gu i de  Book)  T he  c ha nc e l  
a nd  sa nc t ua ry  i s  a pp rox i m a te l y  one  t h i rd  o f  t he  l e ng t h  o f  t he  o r i g i na l  
c hu rc h  bu i l d i ng ;  a l though  t he  na ve  wa s  subse que n t l y  e x t e nde d  i n  1907 .  
T he  e l e va t e d  pos i t i on  o f  t he  h i gh  a l t a r  i s  e m pha s i se d  by  a  t o t a l  o f  f i ve  
s t e p s  f r om  t he  l e ve l  o f  t he  na ve .  A  s t r i k i ng  fe a t u r e  i n  t he  nave  a r e  t he  12  
c a rve d  s t one  “Sc e ne s  o f  t he  Pa s s i on”  t he  work  o f  T hom a s  E a rp  who  wa s  
a l so  r e spons i b l e  fo r  t he  Pu l p i t  a nd  t he  l a rge  s t one  c a rv i ng  o f  t he  
Re su r r e c t i on  on  t he  We s t  E nd  wa l l .  T he  t wo  b l a nk  t a b l e t s  on  t he  Sou t h  
Wa l l  i n  t he  e x t e ns i on  we re  obv i ous l y  i n t e nde d  fo r  t he  l a s t  two  S t a t i ons  o f  



t h e  C ross  m a k i ng  up  t o  t he  t r a d i t i ona l  14  bu t  t he se  ha ve  neve r  be e n  
c om pl e t e d .  

A t  t he  t im e  t he  c hu rc h  wa s  de s i gne d  t he  on l y  pa r t  o f  t he  s e r v i c e  t a ke n  by 
t he  p r i e s t  i n  t he  na ve  wou l d  ha ve  be e n  the  se rm on .  T he  pu l p i t  ( l e f t )  i s  
de c o ra te d  i n  kee p i ng  wi t h  t he  r e s t  o f  t h e  c hu rc h  by u se  o f  b a t h  s t one ,  
i n l a i d  c o l ou re d  m a rb l e  a nd  sc u l p t u r e d  f l owe r s .  T he  b r a s s  l ec t e rn ,  a n  
ou t s t r e t c he d  e a g l e  o f  m a ss i ve  p ropo r t i ons ,  wou l d  ha ve  ha d  t he  a pp rova l  o f  
t he  E cc l e s i o l og i c a l  Soc i e t y .  

In  ke e p i ng  wi t h  T ra c t a r i a n  c hu rc he s ,  t he  na ve  wa s  de s i gne d  fo r  a l l  t h e  
pe op l e  w i t h  no  se gre ga t i on  fo r  d i f fe r e n t  c l a s se s  i n  c on t ra s t  t o  t he  
c onve n t i ona l  P ro t e s t a n t  c hu rc he s .  T he  go t h i c  a rc hwa y i n t o  t he  c ha nce l  i s  
r e pe a te d  a l ong  e i t he r  s i de  o f  t he  c e n t r a l  a i s l e  w i t h  fou r  a r c he s  on  e i t he r  
s i de  se pa ra t i ng  t he  s i de  a i s l e s .  Above  t he  s t one  a r c he s  t he  b r i c k  work  
de t a i l  i s  c l ea r l y  i n f l ue nc e d  by S t r e e t ’ s  r e se a r c he s  i n  I t a l y .  ( Got h i c  
R e v iv a l ,  Me ga n  Al d r i c h ,  Pha i d on  P re s s ,  1994 ,  p183 )  T he  benc h  e nds  ha ve  
a  d i sc r e t e  go t h i c  t hem e  m ou l d i ng .  T he  na ve  s t a i ne d  g l a s s  w i ndows  
c on t i nue  a  t ea c h i ng  t he m e .  A  s t r i k i ng  fe a t u r e  o f  t he  na ve  i s  t he  u se  o f  
c a rve d  s t one  p l a ques  t o  de sc r i be  t he  12  s t a t i ons  o f  t he  c ro s s .  T he  na ve  
roo f  i s  de c o ra t e d  i n  a  m e d ia e va l  s t y l e  s t e nc i l  de s i gn  i n  r e d  a nd  b l ue  
be t we e n  t he  t im be r s .  

T he  we s t  e nd  wi ndow shows  Chr i s t  e n t h rone d  i n  Ma j e s t y  su r rounde d  b y 
hos t s  o f  s a i n t s ,  a pos t l e s ,  m a r t yr s  a nd  p r ophe t s .  Unde r  t he  wi ndow i s  a  
l a rge  s t one  c a rve d  t a b l e a u  o f  t he  r e su r re c t i on .  T he se  fe a t u re s  we re  i n  t he  
o r i g i na l  bu i l d i ng .  

  

THE FONT 
T he  fon t  i s  c l o se  b y  t he  Sou t h  Door  a nd  b y pos i t i on  ha s  t he  s ym bo l i sm  o f  
t he  e n t ry  t o  Ch r i s t i a n  l i f e .  T he  t owe r  was  bu i l t  9  ye a r s  l a t e r  a nd  o r i g i na l l y  
s e pa ra t e d  f rom  t he  na ve ;  a l t hough  i nc orpo ra t e d  whe n  t he  na ve  wa s  
e x t e nde d .  

As  a l r e a dy m e n t i one d  t he  wor sh i ppe r  wou l d  ha ve  be e n  d r a wn  pa r t i c u l a r l y  
t o  t he  m ys t e r y  o f  t he  c e le b ra t i on  o f  t he  Ho l y Com m un i on  a t  t he  E a s t  e nd  
o f  t he  c hu rc h ,  bu t  wou l d  ha ve  a l so  be e n  a wa re  o f  t he  r i c hness  o f  
de c o ra t i on ,  a nd  c o l ou r  t h roughou t  t he  bu i l d i ng .  A l t hough  n o  r e c o rd  i s  
be l i e ve d  t o  e x i s t  o f  t he  o r i g i na l  o rga n ,  i n  c on t e m pora ry  t i m e s  t he  bu i l d i ng  
i s  no t e d  fo r  i t s  good  a c ous t i c s  a nd  i t  i s  r e a sona b l e  t o  a s sume  t ha t  wor sh i p  
t h rough  m us i c  wa s  a  fe a t u r e  o f  t he  o r i g i na l  c hu rc h  l i f e .  Above  t he  
a r c hwa y i n t o  t he  c ha nc e l  i s  t he  i n sc r i p t i on  “T o  t he  g l o r y  o f  God  a nd  i n  
m e m ory o f  a l l  h i s  s a i n t s  i n  one  c om m un i on  o f  l o ve  –  B l e s se d  a r e  t he  pu re  



i n  he a r t  fo r  t he y sha l l  s e e  God” .  As  we  c a n  se e ,  a l m os t  e ve ry  e l e m e n t  o f  
t he  de s i gn  ha s  a  s ym bo l i c  a s  we l l  a s  p ra c t i c a l  func t i on  i n  f u l f i l l i ng  t h i s  
i n sc r i p t i on .  

T he  e x te rna l  a ppe a ra nc e  o f  t he  c hu rc h  inc o rpo ra t e s  t he  po lyc h rom a t i c  
b r i c kwork  o f  t he  i n t e r i o r ,  a nd  som e  u se  o f  s t one .  Som e  wi nd ows  ha ve  
o rna t e  b r i c k  a r c he s  s i m i l a r  i n  de t a i l  t o  i l l u s t r a t i ons  t a ke n  f rom  S t r e e t ’ s  
book .  T h i s  c on f i rm s  t he  a u t he n t i c i t y  o f  t he  de s i gn  c ons i s t e n t  w i t h  fe a t u r e s  
o f  t he  Mi dd l e  Age s  i n  I t a l y .  

T o  r e i n fo r c e  t he  T rac t a r i a n  m i s s i on  t owa rds  a l l  o f  t he  pe op le  t he  c om pl e x  
o r i g i na l l y  i nc l ude d  a  c hu rc h  sc hoo l ,  whi c h  r e ma i ne d  on  t he  s i t e  fo r  o ve r  
100  ye a r s .  T he  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i m por ta nc e  o f  t he  s i t e  i s  r e c ogn i se d  b y Gra de  
1  a nd  Gra de  2*  l i s t ing  a s  bu i l d i ngs  o f  h i s t o r i c  i m por t a nc e .  

In  1858  t h rou gh  don a t i on  by Mi sse s  La m ot t e ,  a n  a lm shouse  de s i gne d  b y 
S t r e e t  wa s  bu i l t  on  the  bounda ry o f  t he  s i t e  fo r  6  ne e d y l a d i e s  o f  t he  
pa r i sh  ove r  t he  a ge  o f  60 .  ( In  1980 s  c onve r t e d  t o  4  f l a t s )  

Sou rc e :  Re se a rc h  by  Mi ke  Moss  (1997 )  d r a wi ng  on  o t he r  a u t ho r s  a s  
quo t e d .  
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